A sure and ready method of determining the position of a microscopic object on the glass slide which contains it, so that it may be registered, and the object be brought into the field of view of the microscope, at any time and with any instrument, is still a desideratum with microscopic observers. Ingenious suggestions have indeed been offered from time to time, with a view to supply this want; but that none of them have fulfilled the requirements may be inferred from the fact that no one of them has obtained general acceptance. I do not doubt that an object may be found, if its place on the glass slide has been accurately registered, with any of the "Finders" at present before the public ; still, though the result may be sure, with none of them is the method of determining the position of the object, in the first instance, of ready application.
The plan of Mr. E. G. Wright, of Hereford, published in the "Quart. Journ. of Micr. Science," vol. 1, p. 301, consists in fixing to or engraving upon the stage of the microscope two scales at right angles to each other, and reading off from these scales the numbers against the end of the glass slip, and the lower edge of the object-plate, when the object is in the field. This plan may be efficient, but is of very limited applicability, being useful, even to the person who adopts it, only with the particular instrument with which the position of the object has been registered.
Other If the eye-piece have an indicator it will be convenient to bring it into the field, and to move the object to its point; the line on the ruled slip which corresponds with it may then be ascertained with the greatest exactness. If there be not an indicator, still, as the eye-glasses will seldom be so clear as not to have some mark or speck of dust, any such accidental mark that may be observed may be made to serve the same purpose as the point of the indicator.
An object once found need never be lost till its position has been determined and registered ; for without moving the stage or object-plate, the slide with the object may be taken off the stage, and the ruled slip be put in its place: this may be moved upwards by the hands while the horizontal lines are being counted, and to one side, (the right,) to enable the observer to count the vertical ones; these being duly noted, the ruled slip may be taken away, and the glass with the object be again put on the stage. If no movement of the stage have been made the object should be seen in the same position as at first; the accuracy of the register can thus be at once ascertained, or any error be detected and corrected.
As may be expected, it in fact seldom happens that any line on the ruled slip will exactly coincide with the position of an object, which is more frequently found to lie in the interval between two lines. It is better, therefore, to make the register refer to the spaces instead of to the lines. The number 45 then, for example, denoting the latitude of an object, will indicate that its position is in the space expressed by that number.
To register the position of an object, it is only necessary to put down in figures the numbers which denote the spaces observed; for instance, the position of the object just supposed to have been ascertained would be registered thus: 
